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Anatomy of a Rich,  
Compelling User Interface 

What makes  
a rich, compelling user interface? 

Fast 

Simple navigation 

Maximise content 

Rich controls 

Animation 

Touch support 

One-handed operation 



Rich, Compelling User Interfaces 



Make it Fast 

Application startup 

Screen transitions 

Network operations 

Delayed loading 

Caching / staging 

Double buffering 



Making it Fast 



Simple Navigation 

Consistency 

Stacks 

Paging 

Bread crumbs 

Model View Controller 

Navigation Controller 



Simple Navigation 



Maximising Content 

Transparency 
Message Boxes 

HUD 
Toolbars 

Sliding panels 

Wasted screen pixels 
Title bars 

Menu bars 

Scroll bars 



Maximising Content 



Rich Controls 

Buttons 

Panels 

List Views 

Images 

Gradients 
Shading 

Dimensionality 


